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First dates Ireland  

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=00PRzwBfIO4 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=00PRzwBfIO4


First Dates (Ireland) 

• 2016-present; 
• Filmed in Gibson Hotel in Dublin; 
• Over 20 cameras; 
• Couples filmed both front and backstage; 
• At the end of the date, the couples are interviewed 

together and asked whether they would like to see 
each other again; 

• Restaurant closed to the public but you can apply to be 
a ‘background’ dater; 

• Each diner given £25 towards the cost of their meal*; 
• UK, USA, Ireland, Australia, Italy, Canada, Spain, 

Sweden, Poland, Israel. 
 



Dating research 

• Experimental and reported data (Herz and Inzlicht, 
2002; Fisman et al., 2006; Eastwick and Finkel, 
2008; Sprecher et al., 2008) 

 

• Conversation analysis (del-Teso-Craviotto, 2006; 
Stokoe, 2010; Korobov, 2011a and b; Korobov, 
2017) 

 

• Corpus (Korobov, 2011a and b; Korobov, 2017) 



The dates 
Name S/U Words Introduction (narrator) 

Amy (21) & 
James (25) 

S 2242 Legal student Amy has tried a few partners to date 
none have been judged worthy. 

Simon (36) & 
Tynan (39) 

S 1276 - 

Federica (25) & 
Lee (33) 

U 1825 South African model Federica likes to take the lead 
her dance partner will need stamina. 

Mark (39)& 
Gemma (39) 

U 1496 Like any seasoned warrior Mark appreciates the 
value of a positive mental attitude. 
Mark's blind date is clued in single mum Gemma. 

Dawn (24) & 
Alannah (21) 

U 1429 Free spirited Dawn is a real girl's girl but she's not 
just any girl's girl. 
Rising to meet the Dawn is architecture student 
Alannah Rose. Alannah Rose is ready to build a 
relationship there's a first time for everything. 



Successful and 
unsuccessful 
dates: 
Frequency 
counts 



Frequency counts (normalised per 1,000 words) 

Successful Unsuccessful  

no 12 (3) 72 (15) 

not 8 (2) 44 (9) 

don’t 9 (3) 37 (8) 

29 (8) 153 (32) 

Successful  Unsuccessful  

like 84 (24) 88 (19) 

know 37 (11) 35 (7) 

121 (35) 123 (26) 



no – Federica and Lee 

<F> Eat that come on. 

<L> No. 

<F> It's sad look you need to bite it. 

<L> I'm not bitin in through that. 

<F> This is good for you. 

<L> For fuck's sake you're not well you're mad. 

<F> <LAUGHS> That's why you like me you do like me don't you? 

<L> We'll see. 

<F> We'll see? 

<LO> I don't like too much confrontation in a relationship if there's 
confrontation it's not it's not good like. 

<F> Can you taste this for me? 

<L> No no no <O> no no no no no no no </O>. 

<F> <O> Get your face in here come on </O> a drop darling come on come on 
do it please. 

 



no – Simon and Tynan  

<T> Would you like to try some of my sticky toffee 
pudding please say no. 

<S> No. 

<T> No seriously would you like to try some?  

<S> Yeah. 

<T> Oh you're getting my first spoon an all. 

<S> Your first spoon <LAUGHS>. 



Questions  

Date No. of questions Total  

Amy 
James 

6 
11 

 
17 

Simon  
Tynan 

7 
7 

 
14 

Federica 
Lee 

18 
19 

 
37 

Mark  
Gemma 

13 
11 

 
24 

Dawn  
Alannah 

7 
15 

 
22 



you – Amy and James 



you – Dawn and Alannah  



How’s your doodle? 

<F> You're soft how's your doodle? 

<L> What the fuck is a doodle? 

<F> <LAUGHS> 

<FO> Oh and he must have a nice doodle <LAUGHS>. 

<F> Yeah you don't know what a doodle is? 

<L> No what is what's a doodle? 

<F> A doodle is a doodle what do you think a doodle could be? 

<L> I don't know I told you I don't know. 

<FO> A doodle <LAUGHS> a thingy thingy <LAUGHS>. 

<L> What are you talking about I actually am I'm lost. 

<F> I'm talking about your thing a doodle is your thing. 

<L> <LAUGHS> 

<F> How's your doodle? 

<L> Good it's working well. 

<F> <LAUGHS> 

 



The performance 
of intimacy – 
comparing First 
Dates data with 
family data 



Using a corpus to examine performance 

First Dates Family 

no  84 (10) 1603 (9) 

know 72 (9) 1398 (7) 

like 172 (21) 1377 (7) 

Frequency counts (normalised per 1,000 words) 



like – family data 



like – First Dates 



What does this all mean?  

• (One) window on the world of intimate discourse 

 

• How can we use nascent intimacy to inform 
established intimacy, and vice versa? 



Keywords 

N  First Dates Family 

1 I’m he 

2 like she 

3 love they 

4 ok shur 

5 laughs her 

6 super ya 

7 my him 

8 doodle he’s 

9 relationship them 

10 really his 
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