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In this research paper we explore the relationship between pre-service teachers' secondary 

mathematics scores and their readiness for teaching the new data analysis curriculum in Irish 

primary schools. Next we explore the leaving certificate items and the procedural responses 

they evoke. We examine student teacher conceptual understandings and the gaps between 

these understandings and their procedural knowledge as indexed in their secondary school 

results. Finally, we explore and test a curricular model to bridge this gap in the practice of 

instruction. 
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